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Newsletter
C ARRICK ON SUIR BUSINESS ASSOCIATION

Promoting and Supporting your Business

Carrick-on-Suir Business Association are delighted to endorse the positive approaches by the Municipal District Council in trying to kick 
start the relaunch of our Town Centre, post Covid.  In particular, the expansion of the street pavement in two areas: on Main Street and in 
Kiersey Place to facilitate outdoor dining in an e� ort to bring life and added footfall to the street. It’s time that we all work together to help 
our hospitality sector get back on its feet and � ourish after being closed for most of the past year. The ‘Stop and collect’ scheme along with 
the 3-hour free parking in St Nicholas’ car park are well worth a try and will need to be reviewed after the Summer. 

Other steps to be taken by the Council include: 

1. The Council will work with individual property owners to try and visually 
improve the appearance of properties which have become run down.
2. The Council will work with individual property owners of vacant shop units 
to try and place imagery in the shop windows until such time as the units are 
sold.

3. The Council is seeking to � nd locations for additional bicycle stands in the 
town.

4. The Council is looking at placing additional signage, including electronic 
signage, at entry points to the town to encourage people to support local 
businesses and to shop in Carrick-on-Suir.

5. The Council will engage with local media to promote local businesses and 
professional services in Carrick-on-Suir.

Council o�  cials can be assured of COSBA’s full cooperation in the promotion of Carrick-on-Suir as a great place to live, work and shop.

COUNCIL’S COMPREHENSIVE PLAN TO REOPEN TOWN CENTRE

Tipperary County Council are currently preparing a Tourism and Heritage Regeneration Plan for Carrick-on-Suir. This ambitious project will 
focus on enhancing the town’s potential as a key tourist attraction in Ireland’s Ancient East on the Suir Blueway and improving on the public 
realm and urban amenity areas of the town centre.
Earlier this year the public’s views for the project were sought through an online survey and Malachy Walsh and Partners (Engineers) and 
Nicholas de Jong Associates (Urban Design) are now preparing the Carrick-on-Suir Regeneration Plan based on the public’s feedback. 

The Regeneration Plan will implement the following elements:

1. Enhanced linkages between Ormond Castle and 
the central core.

2. Sean Kelly Square Public Realm Enhancement.
3. Possible second Digital Hub.
4. Enhancement of the central core.
5. Amenity improvement for Healy Park and 

linkages with Town centre.

The � nalised plans will be published and disseminated 
to the public later this year. This project has huge 
potential to attract more visitors to the Town, coupled 
with the recent announcement of a new Tourism 
Strategy to link both the Waterford and Kilkenny 
Greenways to the Blueway via Carrick on Suir, it is  clear 
that all business owners should begin to think about 
ways that we can contribute and how our own business can bene� t from the project, o� ering a huge opportunity for growth in the town.

CARRICK-ON-SUIR REGENERATION PLAN

Summer EditionSummer EditionSummer Edition

Last year the town's Flagship Festival, the Clancy Brothers Music & Arts Festival had to go virtual due to Covid-19 restrictions. This 
summer due to the continued success of the vaccine programme, the hugely popular festival is making a welcome return with 
an exciting, hybrid mix of live and online events.The Festival which normally takes place over the June Bank Holiday event has 

been moved to a later date, July 21-25. Holding the festival later this year will enable a more diverse, 
entertaining, and accessible festival programme in line with COVID 19 restrictions. Now in its 14th 
year, the Festival owes much of its success to the goodwill and � nancial support of the people and 
businesses of Carrick-on-Suir, and the festival thanks its sponsors, patrons and supporters for their 
generous contributions over the years. The festival looks forward to their continued support again 
this year to help get the Arts back on its feet. The festival will hugely bene� t the hospitality, culture, 
arts, non-essential businesses and tourism sectors in the town which have been so badly impacted by 
the pandemic. More details about the festival to be announced in the coming weeks. 
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NECESSITY IS THE MOTHER OF INVENTION FOR LOCAL BUSINESSES
An important element of the overall Regeneration Plan for Carrick on 
Suir is a proposed upgrade to the Ormond Castle Park. The Ormond 
Castle Park Ecological and Amenity Enhancement Scheme was created 
in recognition of the park’s significance as a green amenity for both 
local people and visitors to the town. After seeking consultation from 
the public, the plan was recently published and submitted for planning 
permission. The main objective of the plan is to transform the Park 
into an ecological and sustainable green amenity while at the same 
time promote the park’s historical significance and its association with 
Ormond Castle and the medieval town. As part of Tipperary County 
Council’s partnership with the “All Ireland Pollinator Plan” a wildflower 
meadow where pollinators can thrive is one of the main proposals for 
the park. Other key developments include a new looped footpath, the 
resurfacing of the existing footpath, a fruit and nut orchard, the planting 
of native trees and hedging and a seating area, water refill station and 

interpretation board near the Castle entrance.  Full details of the plan can be viewed on the Tipperary County Council website. 

 ORMOND CASTLE PARK - ECOLOGICAL AND AMENITY ENHANCEMENT SCHEME  

Despite the major disruptions that has been experienced by the construction industry in the past year 
significant progress has been made to the renovation works on our local Heritage Centre. Due to the 
hard graft of contractors, tradespeople and local organisations Phase One of the upgrade works has 
been fully completed. The plastering on the exterior has been expertly restored by Damien Mason 
Plastering and new windows have been installed, making this historic building weatherproof.
Once Phase 2 is complete, work will begin on transforming the Heritage Centre into an interactive 
storytelling experience. This will be done through the installation of a 3D movie facility and interactive 
display titled “Tides of History” which will tell the history of the town in a completely immersive way. 
Original artefacts which include the 17th century Butler Silver church plate collection, the Sonny Cash 
photographic exhibition, and photos of Carrick On Suir and the surrounding areas in the early 19th 
century will remain on display. The local Farmers Market continues to take place on the grounds of the 
Heritage Centre every Friday from 10am to 2pm.

HERITAGE CENTRE UPDATE

Ballylynch Industrial Estate is a high-profile new development of 9 light 
industrial and warehousing units extending to 22,000 sq ft. The estate is 
situated just off the main N24 Waterford to Limerick road and on the outskirts 
of Carrick on Suir town centre. There is a mixture of different size units available. 
All units will be internally painted white which will provide a blank canvas for 
new tenants. Another great addition to the Carrick Business profile.

BALLYLYNCH INDUSTRIAL ESTATE

A brand new, state-of-the-art nursing home boasting 57 private and semi-private 
bedrooms and suites opened in Carrick in December of last year. Sonas Nursing 
Home promise passionate and professional staff to welcome residents seeking a high 
standard of person-centred care in a homely environment. At Sonas Nursing Home 
Carrick-on-Suir, they take a personal approach to individual care and cater to the 
unique needs of each resident. The activities’ coordinator has developed a programme 
that   supports the emotional, social, physical and intellectual wellbeing of residents. 
They specialise in Long-Term Residential Care, Specialised Dementia Care, Respite Care, 
Convalescent Care, and Palliative Care. Sonas will actively recruit staff locally when 
possible, generating more job prospects for the town, with a healthy anticipated spin 
off to local businesses, this is a very welcome addition to the town of Carrick-on-Suir.

SONAS NURSING HOME

During the pandemic many people have seized upon the opportunity to spend their long days 
indoors by investigating their family tree and local history. This heightened interest in times gone 
by is clear in the large increase in visitors to the History section of the Carrick-on-Suir website. In 
this section you will � nd informative and well-written articles about a broad range of topics from 
the history of the local train station to Daniel O’Connell and his connection with the town. It is a 
fantastic resource for schools or for anyone who happens to have a natural interest in local history. 

LOCAL HISTORY RESOURCE
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During lockdown a number of local businesses have adjusted to overcome unimaginable challenges and 
innovate new products and services in a matter of weeks. In particular, our local cafes have shown considerable 
resilience by diversifying and expanding their offerings in order to adapt to the current restrictions: 
The Lazy Cow coffee trailer and the new ice cream bar in Cafe West are two new ventures which have 
experienced immediate success. The homemade ice cream and delicious crepes served by AnnaMaria and 
Fergus in their ice cream bar has proved hugely popular with both young and alike. It is an ingenious use of the 
café space which had remained vacant due to the current restrictions on indoor dining. This entrepreneurial 
spirit is shared by their two children Caolan and Sorcha. Sorcha along with her boyfriend Dean who have set 
up a coffee trailer called The Lazy Cow. Sorcha was first inspired to set up her own coffee trailer when she 

came across a quirky cow-themed coffee shop while living abroad in New Zealand. As a trained barista with a love of high-quality 
coffee Sorcha knew she had the required skills and qualifications to set up her own coffee venture. Less than two years since she 
returned home Sorcha has now turned that coffee bean dream into a reality. Lazy Cow can be found serving coffees of every kind 
every Friday in the Farmers Market and on Saturdays and Sundays outside the Davin’s Club adjacent to the Suir Blueway. The Lazy Cow 
is fully mobile, so Sorcha is open to all enquiries. To enquire contact Sorcha through The Lazy Cow Facebook page.

Another local business which has made some revisions to their business operations is the 
popular gastropub O’Ceallachains. The innovative publicans, Neil and Brian O’Ceallachain 
completely reinvented their food offering and have set up an online takeaway food and 
off-licence service known as Bottlebros. Their stone baked pizzas and craft beers have 
proved popular amongst locals who want to treat themselves at the weekend. Neil and 
Brian look forward to welcoming back their regular customers when they can reopen their 
bar and restaurant for outdoor service in June. 

Many of our local businesses, both long-established and new, have responded rapidly to 
this trading obstacle through online innovation. Through the aid of the Trading Online 
Voucher scheme provided by the Tipperary Enterprise Office many local businesses such as the Blueway Bike Hire and My Dress 
Bridal Wear created a new online presence, creating user-friendly websites which meets the needs of their customers. Businesses who 
already have a well-established online presence such as Meanys Shoes, Solero Viva Healthstore, Outfield Sports and Shee & Hawe 
Estate Agents upgraded their existing websites in order to cater to increased demand for their online products and services. These 
entrepreneurial businesses have proved that by forging a strong presence online it is possible for local businesses to survive and even 
thrive in these economically volatile times.

NECESSITY IS THE MOTHER OF INVENTION FOR LOCAL BUSINESSES ORMOND CASTLE PARK - ECOLOGICAL AND AMENITY ENHANCEMENT SCHEME  

Members of the Tidy Towns have been busy the last few weeks getting Carrick picture-perfect ready for both 
locals and the staycationers that we hope to welcome this summer. During the National Spring Clean campaign 
members collaborated with other local groups and volunteers to help clean up litter blackspots in our community. 
We are very grateful to the many volunteers who came in rain, sun and shine and contributed towards our 
continuous e� orts of improving and maintaining the appearance of the town. We would particularly like to 
extend our thanks to the Carrick-on-Suir Lions Club and their continuing e� orts they make towards enhancing 
our local environment. The Tidy Towns along with COSBA also gave a joint donation of €200 to the Ballylynch 
Remembrance Garden. 

TIDY TOWNS INITIATIVES

A good news update for the town is that the 16th century Town Clock tower will be painted over the June Bank Holiday weekend. 
A heritage engineer will also inspect the clock mechanism to determine what essential works are required to preserve this historic 
timepiece. 
One of the persistent problems in our town is dog fouling in our streets and scenic spots. How 
many times have you walked down the street or gone for a stroll along the Blueway and realised 
that you have stepped in something left by the local pooch? More harmful is the danger that dog 
faeces pose to human health as it can cause serious infections amongst humans. To tackle this 
problem Tipperary County Council have launched a local campaign to encourage people to pick 
up after their dog. On Friday 7th May a 100 hi-vis jackets were handed out to the public for free 
in Supervalu. It is hoped that the message on the back of the jacket: “My dog supports a clean 
environment – Keep Tipp tidy” will increase awareness of the need to clean up after your dog – 
no matter how big or small that they are!

During the pandemic many people have seized upon the opportunity to spend their long days 
indoors by investigating their family tree and local history. This heightened interest in times gone 
by is clear in the large increase in visitors to the History section of the Carrick-on-Suir website. In 
this section you will � nd informative and well-written articles about a broad range of topics from 
the history of the local train station to Daniel O’Connell and his connection with the town. It is a 
fantastic resource for schools or for anyone who happens to have a natural interest in local history. 

The Blueway Bike Hire Company operated by Tom Treacy, established May 2019 offers a professional bike 
hire service to anyone who wants to take in the picturesque 21km cycle track along the Suir Blueway 
from Carrick on Suir to Clonmel. The company recently launched their new website and logo and look 
forward to another successful summer season as Carrick sets to welcome again 
staycationers to the town. 

The pandemic saw an increased interest in interior design as people's homes 
served as offices, classrooms and even gyms! Aoki Interiors have benefited from 
this renewed interest in home decor and due to continued expansion will be 

moving their showroom to a new premises on Kickham Street. We wish them the best of luck!
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COSBA is delighted to have played a significant role in the development of The Stable Lane Digital Hub, Carrick-on-Suir, which opened 
its doors for business in October 2020 as an E-hub space supporting clients in a co-working environment. Located on the top floor of 
the town’s municipal offices, the digital hub is one of 13 projects that form part of the strategic vision for Carrick-on-Suir 2030. ‘Carrick-
on-Suir Strategic Vision 2030’ is a comprehensive strategic plan that will develop and rejuvenate the town of Carrick-on-Suir through 
business and tourism.

Stable Lane is ideal for companies wishing to retain their talent and 
engage with new talent that do not wish to commute, as well as 
entrepreneurs, SMEs and remote workers. Stable Lane clients are 
provided with a flexible and cost-effective workspace with high 
speed broadband connectivity, along with access to conference/ 
meeting facilities in a collaborative work environment.

The Digital Hub is proud to say that we have a number of businesses 
operating from Stable Lane, either on a full-time or part-time basis. 
These businesses include Intellicom, an IT solutions company who 
have set up their satellite office for the South East and Dark Trace, an 
International Cyber Security company.

This shows how important remote working has become and also 
has the benefit of being in a collaborative work environment where 
new ideas can be discussed and the costs of office space are shared. 
On top of that workers can live in Carrick-on-Suir and enjoy all we 
have to offer rather than bear the costs of city living. Stable Lane 
Digital Hub provides a broadband connection of 500MB, which is a 
stand-alone guaranteed signal, so there are no issues with lagging 
or the connection dropping.

A funding strategy plan is currently under way for the next phase 
and we would urge everyone to support this project. The next 
phase is to deliver a larger space capable of holding up to another 
50 clients. One of the key projects of the Governments National 
Framework Plan 2040 is to move people out of large urban centres 
to run their businesses / start their business in Rural Ireland. As 
broadband connectivity becomes faster and more accessible, 
we hope to ensure that Carrick on Suir, with its close proximity to 
Waterford City, Kilkenny City, Clonmel, Dungarvan and the rest of 
the South East is prepared to avail of this new government policy.

If you know of anyone or any business who may be interested in finding out more, they can get more information by contacting 
hello@stablelanehub.com, Aisling @ 087 7630878 or cos.business@gmail.com.

STABLE LANE DIGITAL HUB

HOW TO CONTACT COSBA: Business Development Manager: Róisín Phelan
O�  ce: The Business Centre, the Nano Nagle Community Resource Centre
Email: cos.business@gmail.com  Tel: 086 3922774

Stable Lane Digital Hub, COSBA and Tipperary County Council are pleased to announce that we have secured free public WiFi for the 
centre of the town from the EU Project WiFi4EU. COSBA have worked closely with the County Council and we would like to thank our 
members Darragh Walsh Funeral Directors, Tudor Artisan Hub, Butler Electrical, Hearns Hardware; St. Vincents Charity Shop and Jimmy’s 
Takeaway for agreeing to host the WIFI signal for the town. There is one last location for the signal to be installed in Sean Kelly Square, 
once completed - this initiative will provide free WiFi for our town from Greystone Street through Main Street down to the end of Castle 
Street. Again, this is another great added value offering to visitors to the Town as well as benefiting the people of Carrick-on-Suir. More 
details about the service to be announced next month.

FREE PUBLIC WIFI IN TOWN CENTRE FOR OUR COMMUNITY AND VISITORS

The lifeblood of COSBA is its members. This year because of the drastic measures in place to tackle Covid 19, the hardest hit has been 
traditional retailers, publicans and restaurants/cafes. Many of our members have had to put severe practises in place to help themselves 
survive. Despite this, COSBA has still been able, with the help of its members to deliver the Town’s Christmas lights with support from the 
Carrick on Suir Municipal District Council, without having to resort to public appeals for funding as has happened in other Towns around 
Ireland. However to be able to continue to support events such as the Christmas Lights, The Clancy Brothers Music and Arts Festival, our 
annual Tidy Towns entry, the Christmas Tractor Parade, and the many other events that drive business opportunites to our Town, the 
Carrick on Suir Business Association requires the retention of all its current members and the recruitment of new members. If you know 
of any neighbouring businesses who you think can benefit from becoming a new member/ re-joining COSBA , please let us know , or you 
could recommend to them that they contact us at cos.business@gmail.com or call 086 3922774 where we can answer any questions that 
they may have. 
We are also delighted to announce and welcome a new team member Róisín Phelan - this is fantastic news for us, we now run a full time 
office to help members with their queries and share the huge workload we have taken on in promoting Carrick on Suir. 

WHY BECOME A MEMBER OF COSBA?


